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          PROBUS Club Of Durham West 
www.durhamwestprobus.org 

 
Volume 11.  Issue 9.                                           June 2018 

PROBUS MONTHLY MEETING 
June 14th 2018, 10 am 

 
SPEAKER 

Neil Crone ï actor, author, comedian 
 

             
      

 
 

 
The month of June derives its name from Juno, 
the Roman goddess of marriage. It is thought 

that couples who married in June would be blessed with prosperity 
and happiness. It is also the month when summer arrives. The longest day of the year 
falls on Thursday June 21st. 
 
Another important day is Sunday June 17th which of course, is Fatherôs Day. Just like 
Motherôs Day, we are bombarded by special offers to buy our Dads a smart phone, gift 
cards etc. Itôs a highly commercialized holiday. 
 
I encourage you to forget about gifts that cost $. One of my favourite personal 
memories was being with my father at Maple Leaf Gardens in the year 1967. It was the 
Centennial year for Canada and also, painfully the last year in which Toronto won the 
Stanley Cup. In the following year, my father died and it helped to have positive 
memories of time spent with him. 
  

 So from personal experience, if you are fortunate enough to have a Dad, I say spend         
time with your father instead. Itôs free. Take a walk. Reminisce.Tell him you love him.  
Give him a hug. As years go by you will remember the great times you spent together 
long after the gift is forgotten. 

 

   

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
Mark Scanlan 

http://www.durhamwestprobus.org/
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ñINTRODUCING THE SPEAKER ñ 
 
NEIL CRONE has been an actor (he was in Little Mosque on the Prairie) for a number of years, 
an author of several books (Enter Laughing and some childrenôs books) and a comedian. He 
writes a humorous column every week for the Ajax News Advertiser and he is a stage performer. 
He lives in Port Perry with his wife. He has been the speaker at a couple of PROBUS clubs and 
has been well received at all of them. 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP                      
       

Please remember to send us any updates on your address, phone number or e-mail. 
Maria & Bob Bawcutt, bamb63e@gmail.com 

 
 
 

2017 ï 2018 NEW MEMBERS MEETING 
 

 
New Members, Executive and Activity Leaders enjoyed a morning of coffee 

and new friendships. 
 

                 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bamb63e@gmail.com
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WEBSITE 

www.durhamwestprobus.org 

ASSISTANT WEBMASTER NEEDED 

We are still looking for an assistant. If you have I.T. experience or are just an interested 
computer user who would like to help with the club's website please contact the club vice-
president Randy Slemin at:  randyslemin@gmail.com 

 
  SOCIAL REPORT    

 
 
CAPITAL THEATRE IN PORT HOPE 
Wednesday June 13th  
This year we will enjoy a production of the classic musical ñFiddler on the Roof.ò 
This will be a matinee performance at 2pm. 
Tickets will be available for distribution at the theatre door the day of the performance, 
beginning at 1:30. 
Convenor: Giselle Biscof (905 493-3321) and Juanita Hogg-Devine 
                                                  

BLACK CREEK PIONEER VILLAGE 
Wednesday July 11th  
We will travel by bus to the village and enjoy a guided tour with free 
time to revisit the sites on your own. There are picnic spaces on the 
grounds so you can bring a lunch or purchase at one of the 
concession stands. 
Cost is $40.00 
Signup at the June meeting.  
Convenors:   Marcia Everett and Bonnie Cutten.  
 

PROBUS BBQ       
Tuesday August 7th                                                                   
We will once again have a catered BBQ at Heydenshore Pavilion.  
Time - 3.30 pm till 7.30 pm.      Bring a lawn chair and enjoy the venue with dinner inside. 
Menu is burgers or sausage, salads, corn on the cob, dessert, tea, coffee and soft drinks. There 
is no maximums on the event. Guests are welcome.  
Cost $25.00 
Signups at June and July meetings 
Contact: Dale Thomas (905 723-6862) or Juanita Hogg-Devine (416-444-2257) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.durhamwestprobus.org/
mailto:randyslemin@gmail.com
https://blackcreek.ca/teachers-schools/
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NINE AND DINE AT ROYAL ASHBURN GOLF CLUB       
Wednesday August 22nd  
PROBUS Annual Fun Golf Tournament!  
"Best Ball format", great for all levels. 
Registration will continue at the June, July & August 
meetings.  
Register as early as you can so we can know our numbers.  
You can register individually or as a foursome.  
Start time will be 3:30 pm.followed by dinner.  
Cost: Nine Holes/cart/dinner = $76.00  
          Ride & Dine = $52.00  
          Dine only = 43.50  
Convenors: Bonnie Cutten, Juanita Hogg Devine & Dale 
Thomas.  
 

 
                            

 
 
 
 

REMINDERS: There are NO REFUNDS. If you sign-up for an event and are unable to attend 
you may have someone go in your place by getting payment from them and notifying the 
Convener of the event of the change along with the name & phone number of the person 
replacing you.  
 
PLEASE BRING YOUR CHEQUE BOOK as you must pay for the event at the time of sign- up 
since cash is not accepted. 

 
NAME TAGS 
Wearing names tags on social outings is helpful for new members and those of us who have a 
momentary lapse in memory.   
  
Please use the suggestion box for feedback and ideas for social events. 
 

 
 

Please be aware that many people are very allergic to scents so please DO NOT 
wear perfume or aftershave to gatherings. 
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ñMayò SOCIAL REPORT 

 
CANADIAN AUTO MUSEUM        
 
30 PROBUS members enjoyed an informative day in Oshawa. 
                

                                
 

                 
           

PARKWOOD TOUR 
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 ACTIVITY GROUP NEWS           

 
Board Games group will start in September or October.  
Social Bridge. Members have inquired about having Social Bridge.  We need 4 ï 8 players. 
There will be a signup sheet at the July meeting or you can email me if you are interested. 
Breweries group had their 1st outing. If you wish to be added to the contact list, please send 
me an email. This will probably be a summer and maybe into the fall activity. 
Members will be meeting June 15th at 11:50 am at ñ5 Paddles Breweryò, 1390 Hopkins Street 
Whitby. Please wear name tags. This will be the time to plan your next outing.   Enjoy! 
 
More participants would be welcomed in the following groups: Mystery Book Group, Breweries 
and Scrapbooking 2. 
 
Remember, when you sign up for a group activity it is appreciated if you show up or advise the 
leader that you canôt make it. 
 
Please send your suggestions for activities to me so we can be ready to start in September. I 
will assist you in coordinating a group.  
 
Contact : Catherine Frost at  c.frost@sympatico.ca 
 

BOOK CLUBS      
                                   
 THE NOVEL READERS  
            On June 6th, the Novel Readers will meet for lunch to make our plans for our         
 2018-2019 reading schedule. The Novel Readers currently meet on the first Wednesday 
 of the month. We do not meet during July and August. For more information, please 
 contact Colleen Lea at colleenlea@hotmail.com or 905-686-1629.  

 
THE READERS CHOICE              

 Our book for June is called ñHow to Stop Timeò by Matt Haig - a story about a man lost 
 in time with both past and present day observations.  
  We have spaces for an additional 2-3 members. Please email me (Debra) for  
 more information. You are welcome to join us for our June book discussion prior to our 
 summer hiatus. We meet monthly on the 3rd Thursday at 1:30 pm.   
 Contact: Debra Eckstein at debra@eckstein.com       

  
 WORDS WORTH READING BOOK CLUB   
 Our June book is ñThey Left Us Everythingò by Plum Johnson. It is a funny and 
 heartwarming story about siblings dealing with the memories and the difficulty of 
 disposal of everything left to them after their parents are gone.  
 We will be enjoying a luncheon after our discussion.  
 We are not meet during the summer.   
 Contact Joice McKay:   joicemckay@rogers.com or 905-683-8432 

 
 
 

mailto:c.frost@sympatico.ca
mailto:colleenlea@hotmail.com
mailto:debra@eckstein.com
mailto:joicemckay@rogers.com
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BOWLING                                          
We are giving the Pins a rest for the summer!  
Our next bowling afternoon will be Thursday, September 27th.  
We bowl once a month usually on the 4th Thursday. 
Join us for a Fun time. This is not a league. 
Bonnie Cutten: bcutten0809@rogers.com or 905-831-7489. 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
We are meeting at ñKôs Grill Breakfast & Lunchò on June 5th at 9:30 am, 279 Kingston Rd Ajax, 
across the street from Home Depot. Contact: Maria Fairfield mariafairfield@yahoo.ca  and 
myself (Linda Robbins) at Richard.robbins@sympatico.ca by June 1st to ensure you are 
included in the reservation. Bring your restaurant ideas for next year. Our next meeting will be in 
September.  
We meet on the first Tuesday of the month at 9:30 am at a local restaurant.   
Contact: Linda Robbins at Richard.robbins|@sympatico.ca 
 

BREWERIES GROUP 

Members will be meeting June 15th at 11:50 am at ñ5 Paddles Breweryò, 1390 Hopkins Street 
Whitby.  At this meeting we will plan our next outing.   

 

CREATE & CHAT         
We've had a great year creating and chatting on the third Monday afternoon each month. We 
will be taking a break over the summer and reconvene in September. If anyone is interested in 
joining our group, please let Dorothy Green know at captain.kirby@sympatico.ca. 

 
 
CINEMA CLUB 
We will have one last movie in June before the summer starts. The consensus was to take a 
break for the summer and start again in September. Since the long weekend starts the end of 
June the next movie day will be Friday, June 22nd.  I will send out the movie information to 

everyone on June 21st.   Contact: Joanne Bullen jvarty@hotmail.com  or 905-686-1945.  

  
 

 
 
DINNER GROUP          
A group of 19 met on May 17th for a Mediterranean meal at ñMazzaò complete with a belly 
dancer. The food was good as was the company. We meet next month at ñWolfgangsò on 
Brock. Members need to advise the host/hostess whether or not they will be attending. Contact 
information and location are shown on the schedule members were sent. We will not be meeting 
during the month of July.  
If you wish to join the group please contact Bruce Green at meandchester@bell.net 

 
GARDEN CLUB   
On June 4th we will visit the ñLucy Maud Montgomery Houseò for a tour and lunch. On July 9th 
we will be visiting the ñWhistling Gardensò in Brantford.   
Contact Geoff Nie:  geoff.nie@sympatico.ca    

 
 

mailto:bcutten0809@rogers.com
mailto:mariafairfield@yahoo.ca
mailto:Richard.robbins@sympatico.ca
mailto:Richard.robbins%7C@sympatico.ca
mailto:captain.kirby@sympatico.ca
mailto:jvarty@hotmail.com
mailto:meandchester@bell.net
mailto:geoff.nie@sympatico.ca
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GENEALOGY.                 
On June 12th, the group will be going to the churchyard at St. Georgeôs Anglican Church in 
Pickering Village to record and photograph information on the grave markers. This information 
will ultimately be uploaded to the Internet to assist others in their research. 
The genealogy group meets monthly to provide the best practices and knowledge on various 
topics of genealogical, including use of software, online research, and DNA analysis.  Members 
also present stories about their family tree, and provide tips and suggestions to each other on 
how to find that elusive missing relative. You donôt have to be an expert to participate, you just 
need an interest in learning about your roots. 
 
While the group will be taking a break for the summer, we will be back in September.  We 
meet the second Tuesday of each month at the main branch of the Ajax Public Library from 
1 pm to 3 pm.  For more information contact Judy Feeney at  jepf@rogers.com or Jim 
Hinnecke at  james.hinnecke@rogers.com   
 

MARATHON BRIDGE 
Bridge is over for the 2017 ï 2018 year. We had a windup luncheon on May 15th.  Signing up for 
the 2018 ï 2019 year will be at our July and August PROBUS meetings.  

Contact: Julie Trebilcock at:  julietrebilcock@rogers.com  
  

 
 NATURE LOVERS                                                      
Our May 24th outing was to the Toronto Zoo for a behind-the-scenes and private meet-the-
keeper tour of the Lowland Gorillas, Sumatran Tigers, Masai Giraffes and Bactrian Camels. We 
also toured the new Health Unit.  
Our next outing will be on May 31st for a nature hike in Walker Woods near Coppins Corners 
(weather and trail condition dependent). On June 21st, we plan to go to an Ostrich farm in West 
Lincoln. Our other planned outings for the year are as follows: 
July 26 - Jungle Cat World - Orono 
Aug 16 - Reptilia - Whitby 
Sept 20 - Mennonite Farm Tour - St. Jacobs 
Oct 18 - Nature scavenger hunt at Heber Downs  
Our monthly field trips are usually the third Thursday morning of the month (dependent on when 
an activity is available or it will not be in conflict with PROBUS outings). Come join us loving 
nature! 
Contact Geoff Cutten for more details gcutten0809@rogers.com 905-831-7489.    
 
 

                                           

mailto:jepf@rogers.com
mailto:julietrebilcock@rogers.com
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NIBBLES AT NIGHT          
Our Nibbles Activity will take place on Friday, June 15th, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Giselle Bischof's. 
For information about our group please contact Dru Carter at carterdru34@gmail.com  or                                                
905-683-9677 

 
 
 

SNAPPED PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB       
We enjoyed an extensive tour of the north east section of Durham. The theme was angles, light 
and landscapes. A variety of locations enabled us to stop and photograph the country side.  
Luckily, no one fell in the ponds while photographing turtles or stumbled as we climbed over the 

railings while cars stopped to watch us. Dinner followed in Uxbridge at the Hobby Horse Arms.  
 
We are an amateur photography club where all types of cameras and levels of photography are 
welcome. We meet on the third Wednesday of the month. If you are interested in trying 
photography contact   Ann Buffett at:  annbuffett@sympatico.ca 

       
 

 WALKING on WEDNESDAYS                                                                                         
Come Walk With Us   Join us each Wednesday at 10am as we walk various trails around the 
region. Most trails are paved and have washrooms available. We walk for approximately 75 
minutes. Some walks are Split Walks, which are good for new walkers who are not sure of how 
long they can walk. On these walks we walk in two different directions with each loop taking 
around a half hour. Not sure if you can commit to walking regularly? Not a problem. You do not 
need to commit to walks. You just show up whenever you can make it. We walk rain or shine, all 
year long, so it is a great way to get your exercise!!  If you are interested, just send me your 
name and email address. Each week you will receive the location of the next 
week's walk. Hope to see you out walking and talking and enjoying the weather!!                                                                     
Contact: Bernice Pyke at  billandbernicepyke@hotmail.com       

                  
 
 
             
 
 
 
 

Additional Activity Groups and Contact Information 
 
Golf                         -Marcia Everitt         marciaeveritt@yahoo.ca 

Pole Walking          - Eileen Nixon        eileennixon8585@gmail.com 
Ukulele Strummers- Sue Porter           s.e.porter@rogers.com 
  

 
 

mailto:carterdru34@gmail.com
mailto:annbuffett@sympatico.ca
mailto:billandbernicepyke@hotmail.com
mailto:marciaeveritt@yahoo.ca
mailto:eileennixon8585@gmail.com
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NON-PROBUS CLUB OF DURHAM WEST EXCURSIONS / EVENTS 

 
WESTBEN AND WOODLAWN INN 

 
There are only six tickets still available for the "Crazy for Gershwin" presentation at Westben 

on Thursday July 19th. The cost is $36.00 for Westben. You are welcome to join us for a buffet 

dinner at the Woodlawn Inn in Cobourg at a cost of $32.75. Dinner includes the hot and cold 

buffet, dessert, tea or coffee, taxes and gratuity. The total cost is $68.75 pp for this day of 

wonderful music and great food. It is necessary for two separate cheques to be written for this 

event - one in the amount of $36.00 made payable to Westben Centre and the other for dinner 

for $32.75 to Jean Jackson. Travel to the venues will be on your own. Signup will be at the 

June meeting until the six tickets are sold! 

 
 
 

PROBUS MERCHANDISE 
 

We are once again thinking of offering branded PROBUS merchandise for sale later this 

year.  Those who looked at the samples and/or bought items last year will remember that a 

variety of high quality clothing items are available, in a variety of colours.  The name of our club 

features prominently on all items.   

I am interested in finding out if there is sufficient interest to offer this again in the fall. I would 

appreciate it if all those interested would let me know by email, especially if they are unable to 

attend the June meeting.  I am not asking for a commitment to buy at this time, just an indication 

that you might be interested in doing so. 

Contact Jim Hinnecke:    james.hinnecke@rogers.com 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:james.hinnecke@rogers.com
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MILK BAG MATS 

 

 
Isabell Curtis showed us a mat made from donated milk bags 

 
It takes 400 milk bags to make one child size mat as shown in the picture. 

Donated bags need to be washed and dried so that they are clean and donôt smell.  They are 

then cut into strips that are made into ropes and loaded on to frames where the volunteers 

weave them into the mats. 

People in Third World Countries like the mats because they are washable, means they donôt 

have to sleep on the ground and the bugs donôt like plastic.  When shipping they can be used as 

packing for medical or other supplies.  If larger mats are needed they can be stitched to form 

larger mats.  Please leave your donated bags at the membership table. 

 

 
 MESSAGE BOARD          

 

 

AJAX LIBRARY  

 Bridge  
           Thursdays at the Ajax Public Library ï Main Branch, 55 Harwood Ave. South in                              
 the Rotary Room starting at 2:30 pm every Thursday up to and including August 
 30. (A free will donation is taken for coffee and cookies.) 
 Free Bridge Lessons   
 There will not be any lessons until September. 

  Euchre  
 We will start euchre again on Friday September 14th and play every other Friday. 
 Watch for the dates in the August newsletter and by email.   Don Hightower 

 Cribbage is at the McLean's Recreation Centre.  

           Further information can be found at, www.ajax.ca/library 

 
All of the above are free and everyone is welcome.                           
                                 

 
 

http://www.ajax.ca/library
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2017 / 2018 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
   

 

PRESIDENT   ---------Mark Scanlan              scanbones@gmail.com           

VICE PRESIDENT----Randy Slemin             randyslemin@gmail.com 

PAST PRESIDENT --Gwen Smith                gwynnithsmith@gmail.com 

SECRETARY ----------Shahid Naeem            naeemsx@gmail.com 

TREASURER ----------Bernice Pyke              billandbernicepyke@hotmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP --------Maria & Bob Bawcutt  bamb63e@gmail.com 

SPEAKER --------------Roy Boon                    royboon67@gmail.com 

HOUSE  -----------------Renzo & Sharon Castellarin sharoncastellarin@bell.net 

NEWSLETTER  -------Ann Buffett                  annbuffett@sympatico.ca 

WEBMASTER  --------Ian Medford                 ismedford1@gmail.com 

ACTIVITIES ------------Catherine Frost           ccfrost501@gmail.com 

SOCIAL  ----------------Juanita Hogg-Devine  aj.devine@sympatico.ca                   

                                   Dale Thomas               dalethomas4@sympatico.ca 

 

 
 
 

 
 
         

 

Comments, articles and photographs from Social Events and Activity Groups would be 
appreciated. 
Please send to: annbuffett@sympatico.ca 
For information on other PROBUS Clubs in Canada go to www.probus.org/canada.htm                
        
     

mailto:billandbernicepyke@hotmail.com
mailto:aj.devine@sympatico.ca
mailto:annbuffett@sympatico.ca

